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WASCO COUNTY COURT 

REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA 

APRIL 15, 2009 

LOCATION: WASCO COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
COUNTY COURTROOM #202, 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

9:00 a.m. OPEN TO PUBLIC 

9:15a.m. OPEN TO DEPARTMENTS 

9:45 a.m. REPORTS from Members of the County Court on Court activities. 

10:00 a.m. CONTINUATION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING on the adoption of the 
Wasco County Code Compliance and Nuisance Abatement Ordinance. 

11:00 a.m. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION of the proposed Wasco County 
Coordinated Transportation Plan and the approval of the Revised Public 
Transit Division Discretionary Grant Program for the 2009-2011 Biennium; 
presented by Dan Schwanz, MCCOG/Link Transportation Director, and 
Jessica Metta, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District. 

1:30 p.m. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of April 15, 2009. 

CONSIDERATION of items listed on the Discussion List of April 15, 2009. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

The facility is handicapped accessible. Please contact (541) 506-2520, 
if you need special accommodations to attend the meeting. 

TDD -1-800-735-2900 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

APRIL 15, 2009 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 
Lauren Haney, County Court Assistant 

At 9:05 a.m. the meeting was called to order by Judge Dan Ericksen. 

Mike Lilly, Attorney for Kenneth Thomas, stated that nine years ago they had three Land 
Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) pending. They won two. They settled with the County 
when the County agreed to go forward with some rezoning on Seven Mile Hill. But that 
rezoning has not happened. Lilly stated that Todd Cornett's reason for not doing the 
rezoning was because the County had some staff off on military service, and Measure 
37. Lilly told the Court that he will be writing them a letter next week to lay out the 
history in the matter. He will be asking the County to put this matter on the agenda and 
do something with it. 

Lilly stated that he knows that we have priorities and that you need to make judgments. 
One thing to be considered is if you sign an agreement with LUBA is it reasonable to 
make them wait forever. There has been no commitment from the County to do this. 
He will be asking the County to move this ahead. In terms of resources the County 
saved money in moving ahead with a LUBA remand. This happened back in January, 
2000. 
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Judge Ericksen stated that he appreciates Lilly's approach and for the County's 
position. The side effect of a slow economy has allowed us to do more long range 
planning projects. This push will affect how this will get reevaluated. He appreciates 
the patience of Mr. Thomas and Lilly understanding on the County's position. 

At 9:10a.m. John Hutchison and Ruby Mason, Mid-Columbia Housing Authority/ 
Columbia Cascade Housing Corporation Representatives, met with the Court regarding 
the Wasco County Home Repair Loan Program. The County has been awarded a 
Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $400,000. 

Hutchison stated that they have put together the Grant Fact Sheet for the interview with 
The Dalles Chronicle. The Fact Sheet should cover everything about the grant. The 
State of Oregon had enough money to fund seven grants. The County received letters 
of support from four cities and 20 from within the community. 

Hutchison noted that over 170 people responded. Their agency sent out full 
applications to the applicants in order to get the applications back by May 1, 2009. The 
process was explained at this time. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Mason stated that it is first come, first serve. The funding will be distributed throughout 
the County. 

At 9:20a.m. Glenn Pierce, Wasco County Environmental Health Specialist Supervisor, 
and Teri Thalhofer, Wasco Sherman Public Health Director, met with the Court 
regarding the proposed Exceptional Food Safety Recognition Program. 

Pierce informed the Court that they would like to begin the program in July; this is not a 
requirement of the state. This program would award restaurants with a 94% score or 
higher. Pierce explained the inspection and scoring process. A certificate of 
appreciation would be given to those that achieved that score. The Department would 
publish it and do a public service announcement. The brochure would change every six 
months. The Wasco Sherman Public Health Department inspects 110 restaurants 
every six months. 

Pierce noted that in 2008 the Department issued 177 critical citations from those 
inspections; they were all corrected on the spot. Some were given alternative 
procedures to use. In 2008 there were no food borne disease outbreaks. The 
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Department took the 2008 data and applied it to the program. There are 67 restaurants 
from the last six months which would fall under this program; 61% would fall under this 
program based on the 2008 inspections. 

Pierce stated that they are asking the Court's blessing to go forward with this program. 

Some discussion occurred. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to support the Exceptional Food 
Safety Recognition Program of the Wasco Sherman Public Health Department***. 

At 9:37a.m. Thalhofer stated that they are planning to apply for a Healthy Communities 
Grant. They will be building their capacity to address chronic diseases. It fits nicely 
with a Health Foundation Grant. In two weeks she will bring to the Court the 
demographics for discussion. If the grant is received a community health assessment 
will be conducted. The Health Department will not be hiring any staff; they will utilize 
current staff. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the proposed Healthy Communities Grant and 
what will be required of the County if the grant is received. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to support the submittal of the 
Healthy Communities Grant by the Wasco Sherman Public Health Department***. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the utilization of the La Clinica Building for the 
Public Health Department and the Emergency Operations Center. 

Mike Davidson, Wasco County Emergency Services Manager, stated that the County 
needs to make a decision pretty soon since he has a $50,000 grant for the relocation of 
the Emergency Operations Center. 

The County Court will make an inspection of the La Clinica Building today at 2:30 p.m. 

At 9:49 a.m. Dawn Sallee Justesen, Mid-Columbia Center for Living, stated that she 
works with the Columbia River Wraparound on child mental health issues. They have 
been coordinating with the offices in Washington, DC on Children Mental Health 
Awareness Month. Auditions were held for children to perform in Washington, DC. One 
of their kids won; he goes to Discovery High School. The boy expresses his thoughts 
through music. On May 14, 2009, a luncheon for champions will be held at The Dalles 
Civic Auditorium from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Justesen presented to the Court a handout entitled "Columbia River Wraparound Mid
Columbia Center for Living System of Care" (Attached as Exhibit A). 
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At 9:55a.m. Davidson informed the Court that he has been working on the Economic 
Recovery Grant. The County did not get any of this funding, the City of The Dalles did. 
The County would be the fiscal agent for said grant. The grant is over $122,000. The 
funding will be used to purchase a new fingerprinting machine for the County, which the 
County will be providing the service. In addition both agencies want to purchase 
trailers. 

Davidson noted that there are two ways to access this funding; create a trust fund or 
place it in a dedicated budgeted line account. The funding does not have to accrue 
interest on its own. The grant needs to be submitted by May 18, 2009. 

Davidson noted that the Department of Homeland Security Grant is going in on May 1st. 
The County is looking at completing the portable radio program for the County and the 
City of The Dalles, and a security system at the Emergency Operations Center. The 
third grant comes out from the State of Oregon for seismic upgrades of buildings. The 
County can apply for rehabilitation to bring a facility up to standards. 

Some discussion occurred. 

At 10:04 a.m. the Court recessed. 

At 10:12 a.m. the Court reconvened. 

Judge Ericksen called the Continuation of the Public Hearing to order. 

Staff was called on for additional comments. 

Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant, noted that the Court has been furnished with the 
updated information from Keith Cleveland, Wasco County Code Compliance Officer; 
said information was sent by email on Monday, April13, 2009 (Attached as Exhibit 8). 

Keith Cleveland, Wasco County Code Compliance Officer, stated that the proposed 
definition of solid waste would cause a conflict with the City of The Dalles, so the 
standard definition of solid waste will be used instead. 

Cleveland discussed the options for the RV definition. The proposed options were 
reviewed and discussed at this time. 
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Judge Ericksen noted that the RV Definition being recommended by the Planning 
Commission is for a land use code. This is not a recommendation for the Wasco 
County Code Compliance and Nuisance Abatement Ordinance. However, the County 
will want the definition to be the same in the end. If the definition in the Land Use 
Ordinance is different when adopted the County could amend the Code Compliance 
and Nuisance Abatement Ordinance. 

A lengthy discussion occurred regarding the possible options for the RV Definition. 

Commissioner Holliday noted that at the Planning Commission meeting she heard a 
gentlemen talking about the economic conditions and how people are being forced to 
live in their RV since they have no other options. She feels Options 1 does give some 
flexibility. 

Glenn Pierce, Wasco County Environmental Health Specialist Supervisor, stated that 
there is a way to see if that person has another dwelling and if they are telling the truth. 
That is something the Code Compliance Officer could take into consideration. 

Brian Stovall testified that he has abandon vehicles on his property. He is here to talk 
about something on the agenda in regards to transportation. The issue has to do with 

( poverty and what we have become accustomed to. We tend to turn a blind eye and 
forget about people that have no such resources; they are homeless. It is easy to think 
that you can live on a certain amount of money and what can be done with that money. 

( 

Stovall stated that he just looked at the internet. We have a 12.1% unemployment rate, 
which is probably 18%. That unemployment rate does not include people that have not 
had jobs for years. 

Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director, stated that he was 
struck by the testimony at the Planning Commission. Some dwellings are low income 
and some are second dwellings. This Ordinance is really addressing both of them. It is 
broad and encompassing. He sees that you create one rule that impacts all and you 
have discretion. It may be' a policy of the Court to see how it is used and to whom. We 
need to come up with a tool and have some discretion on how we use it. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Pierce stated if there is an illegal residence and they are dumping sewage on the 
ground they will work with that individual and consult with the Planning & Development 
Department. The key interest is getting the sewage off the ground since it is a public 
hazard. The Department of Environmental Quality would have to do the enforcement. 
In these economic times we may see more of those situation happening. 

At 10:40 a.m. the Public Hearing was closed to further testimony. 
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Judge Ericksen read the title of Ordinance for the second time. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that she has no proposed changes to the proposed 
Ordinance. She feels that staff has done a lot of work in preparing the Ordinance. 

Judge Ericksen stated that it will be largely complaint driven. We will not be canvassing 
the county looking for violations. He would have liked to have come up with different 
language for the RV Definition. He has not come up with something better than what is 
being proposed. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that Option 1 gives the most flexibility as long as there is 
discretion. He feels that Option 3 would be hard to enforce. He feels it is a good code. 

Commissioner Holliday feels those are great comments. It does have a time period to 
stop things in the beginning. 

Judge Ericksen pointed out that the Agricultural Resource Group and the Planning 
Commission have not really come up with a solution. No one really feels strongly that 
they could all agree on the RV Definition. This is probably the best solution for 
implementation. 

Commissioner Lennox feels the whole enforcement piece needs to be a delicate 
process. 

Further discussion occurred. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to adopt the Wasco County Code Compliance 
and Nuisance Abatement Ordinance as presented today using Option 1 for the RV 
Definition. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

The Public Hearing adjourned at 10:51 a.m. 
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Dan Schwanz, Mid-Columbia Council of Governments/LINK Transportation Director, 
and Jessica Metta, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District, met with the Court. 

Metta stated the Wasco County Coordinated Transportation Plan that was sent to the 
Court was submitted to the State of Oregon in 2007. The State had an independent 
consultant review the plan and make suggestions to improve the Plan. The 
Transportation District contracted with MCEDD to help them update the Plan. The Plan 
will be good for three years or until the Commission changes. MCEDD worked with the 
Wasco County Elderly and Handicapped Special Transportation Funds Advisory 
Committee. Last week the Advisory Committee approved the version of the Plan before 
the Court. 

Schwanz stated that the Plan thoroughly analyzes transportation services in Wasco 
County. He was impressed with the number of resources that were tapped into. There 
were some resources that he was not aware of. Schwanz is really impressed of what 
we have here with the transportation network; there is a lot of coordination that has to 
be done. 

Judge Ericksen had no specific questions for staff. 

Brian Stovall stated that he lives at the base of Seven Mile Hill, which places him 
between two trailer courts. He is right on the boundary of the scenic area and the urban 
growth boundary. Beside the trailer court there is a housing development. Stovall 
stated that the only grocery store that served those people is closed. These people are 
walking; they are in a very low income area. Stovall is speaking out because he sees 
these people who cannot speak for themselves. He is wondering if the Plan could be 
made to include the services to reach out to those people. 

Stovall stated that there are a lot of people walking. Over the last few years petty crime 
has increased. As a society and community we need to assist these people. 
Transportation is essential. 

Schwanz asked if he sees any of the LINK vehicles in the area. 

Stovall stated that he has seen some of their vehicles. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the people would need a telephone to call for a ride, since 
the County does not have a fixed route. 

Schwanz stated that they have certain days in Hood River County where a fixed route is 
provided; they have been doing that for years. They have not had the expressed 
demand for that type of service; he would be opened to that. Schwanz stated that the 
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fee would be $1.50 per time on the vehicle. In Hood River County it is $1.25 per time 
on the vehicle or $2.50 for the fixed fee. 

Judge Ericksen stated that he feels that we should reevaluate that area. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Metta stated that one of the priorities in the Plan is to increase publicity of the services 
through advertisement. 

The Court does not suggest changing the plan at this time. However, they would like 
them to begin working on addressing this issue. 

Schwanz will discuss this issue with his staff to see if they want to change how they 
address the transportation needs in our community. 

Gary Nychyk, Wasco County Senior Planner, stated that the Planning & Development 
Department and Public Works Department are working with the Oregon Department of 
Transportation on the Transportation System Plan. It goes over in detail what systems 
we have and what systems we need. He will be forwarding this document onto the 
County's consultant. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved that the County Court adopt the Wasco County 
Coordinated Transportation Plan as presented. Commissioner Lennox seconded 
the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Schwanz stated that the Court has seen their Discretionary Grant Application for the 
2009-2011 Biennium. However, the Grant Application has been modified to make the 
grant funding to be received to go further. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Public Transit Division 2009-2011 
Biennium Discretionary Grant Program Application. Commissioner Holliday 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of April15, 2009, as presented. Commissioner Lennox seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
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Item #2 -A lengthy discussion occurred on maintaining the vault toilet located at the 
Pine Hollow Reservoir in Wamic, Oregon. The County is required to maintain the toilet 
until 2012. The County is having difficulty finding someone to maintain the vault toilet 
since the Wamic Rural Fire Protection District, formerly the Pine Hollow Fire 
Department, no longer wants to maintain the toilet for the County. 

Commissioner Holliday and Judge Ericksen will contact the Oregon Marine Board after 
lunch to discuss the 2008/09 Contract with Wasco County. 

Item #3- Judge Ericksen noted that the County will not budget the additional cost for 
the Veterans Service Department, which will allow the Veterans' Service Program to 
present the increase in program costs to the County's Budget Committee. 

Item #4- A brief discussion occurred regarding the email from Ann Hanus, Association 
of Oregon Counties, dated March 25, 2009, in regards to changes to Local Budget Law. 
Judge Ericksen stated that the County is not opposed to the proposed changes; 
however the County will not weigh in on the proposed changes. 

Item #5 - This item will be kept on the Discussion List. 

Item #6 - Judge Ericksen stated that the Public Works Department has $20,000 
budgeted for lowering the ceilings in the Planning & Development Department. The 
cost of remodeling the Department may be more than what is budgeted in the Capital 
Acquisition and Public Works Funds. The remodeling project will reduce the utility costs 
and will reduce health problems of staff with allergies problems. 

Item #7- A brief discussion occurred on the proposed Palomar Pipeline Project. 

Item #8- Tyler Stone, Wasco County Employee & Administrative Services Director, will 
write a procedural policy which will address the concerns of the Wasco Sherman Public 
Health Department in the adoption of the Wasco County "Zero Tolerance" Drug Free 
Workplace Policy. 

Item #9- The Court does not feel that the County should go out for Request for 
Proposals for the Economic Development Staffing Contract for Fiscal Year 2009-2010. 
The Court is pleased with the work that the Mid-Columbia Economic Development 
District has been providing to the County. 

Item #10 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
APRIL 15, 2009 

( PAGE10 

***It was the consensus of the Court to grant the request from Liz Turner that she 
be provided with a free copy of the A-1 Update Amendments to the Wasco County 
Land Use and Development Ordinance, and that three copies of said amendments 
be prepared for members of the public to review prior and during the Public 
Hearing***. 

Item #11 -The Court discussed the membership and annual meeting requirements of 
the Wasco County Hospital Facility Authority Board of Directors. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court that a letter be sent to the Mid
Columbia Medical Center and Flagstone in regards to the annual requirements of 
the Wasco County Hospital Facility Authority Board of Directors***. 

A Special Session of the County Court will be held on April 30, 2009, beginning at 
9a.m. 

Stone discussed with the Court the opportunity for Davidson to submit a $300,000 grant 
for seismic work. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to support the submittal of a Seismic 
Grant in the amount of $300,000 by Mike Davidson, Wasco County Emergency 
Services Manager***. 

The Court signed: 

- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Jerry Duling to the Wasco County Board of 
Review. 
-Order in the matter of the reappointment of Rich Remington to the Wasco County 
Board of Review. 
- Regular Session Minutes of March 4, 2009. 
- Executive Session Minutes of March 4, 2009. 
- Order in the matter of transferring $9,600.00 from General Fund Contingency to the 
Facilities Equipment- Capital Account during Fiscal Year 2008-2009. 
- Resolution in the matter of exempting from the competitive bid process the purchase 
of used shelving units by the Wasco County Facilities Department during Fiscal Year 
2008-2009. 
-Wasco County Coordinated Transportation Plan. 
-Wasco County Code Compliance and Nuisance Abatement Ordinance. 
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The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 

J1if !lui!u,' J 
Dan'Ericksen, Coun(y Judge 

Sherry Holli y, County Com sioner 

r?cvi!~ . 
Bill Lennox, County Co~oner 



Mission 
Columbia River Wraparound strives to 

create a community-wide system of 
care that empowers families and youth 

with complex needs and provides a 
strength-based, coordinated plan to 

keep youth at home, in school and out 
of trouble. 

How is the system funded: 
System of Care Federal Grant 

ITS/ICTS State Funding 
Mental Health Fund for Non-OHP youth 

Community Partner In-Kind 
Medicaid 

VVho we serve in Wasco ~ounty* 
Child~en;~ges o-21 with serious emotional 

•' ~c cc:l!~pr'd!lf!'l.!l.nc:l tn!lir families. 
+ Average age hYears, 6f% ~ale ,· .... 
+ 71% between ages?-14 years A]}'<; '; 
+ 13.6% Hispanic; 7% American lndia[ln't,O'YoVYhite 
+ 61% undet $25,000 for family lncorii'€l .. 
+ 93% of Y,QPth access multiple public$·:yst,ern.s 
+ 64% of $QC youth have multiple orob'lerrls 

' f.:~; 

97 f~rnilies served ; 31 families 
~ :· < '-~--.;~~;_:_~;-,.. . 

3 most common reason's for 
referral: 

Conduct/Delinquency 
Hyperggffvlty anq,Attention 

·.···.·. ''Anxiety 

What we do for Wasco County 
Evidenced-based therapeutic skills group in schools 
Individual and family therapy 
In home parent skills training 
Parent Support Groups and Advocacy 
Family Planning Meetings and Care Coordination 
Summer Skills/Activity group 
Youth Advocacy/Leadership 
Transportation for youth groups 
Medication Management 
Assistance integrating clients into community and school 
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About Systems of Care 
A system of care is a coordinated network 
of community-based services and supports 
that are organized to meet the challenges of 
children and youth with serious mental 
health needs and their families: 

Systems of Care Core Principles: 
• Family Driven and Youth Guided 
• Strength Based 
• Culturally Competent 
• Community Based 
• Utilization of Evidence Based and Best 

( Practice Models 
• Multi Agency Collaboration 

Who is part of Columbia River 
Wraparound's System of Care? 

Systems of Care Help Families ... 
Have a Voice in the Care of Their Child. 

Systems of Care Help Children ... 
Be Safe, Stay in School and Out of Trouble 

Systems of Care Help Organizations ... 
Use Resources Efficiently to Provide Better 
Quality Care to more Children. 

Data sources: SAMHSA National Evaluation, Child/Family outcome study; Columbia River Wraparound Office 
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Sherry Holliday; Bill Lennox; Dan Ericksen; Kathy McBride; Lauren Haney 
Todd Cornett; Gary Nychyk; Glenn Pierce; Teri Thalhofer 
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Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

updated Chapter 1 
Chapter_01_1ntroductory_Provisions_Draft_5.doc; SOLID WASTE DEFINITION 
CHANGE.doc 

There is a problem wilh the current definition of Solid Waste in the proposed WCCCNAO in that it would create an 
overlap wilh the city of the Dalles (and other cities) nuisance codes. I updated the definition to match the current Wasco 
County Solid Waste definition which resolves the issue. I have attached the updated chapter as well as a short 
information sheet on the change. 

Thanks 

Keith Cleveland 
Code Compliance Officer 
Wasco County 
541-506-2564 
541-506-2561 (fax 

0 
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Solid Waste Definition Change 

Reason for the change: The WCCCNAO Solid Waste definition needs to match 
the current Wasco County Solid Waste Ordinance definition to avoid overlapping 
any jurisdiction with the city of The Dalles nuisance codes. 

PREVIOUS DEFINITION: 

Solid Waste - Solid Waste includes all putrescible and non-putrescible waste, 
including, but not limited to, garbage, rubbish, refuse, ashes, waste paper and 
cardboard, grass clippings, composts, sewer sludge, residential, commercial, and 
industrial appliances, equipment and furniture, discarded or inoperable vehicles, 
vehicle parts or vehicle tires, manure, vegetable or animal solid and semisolid 
waste and dead animals. The term Solid Waste does not include: 

a. Materials used for fertilizer or for other productive purposes on land in the 
growing and harvesting of crops or the raising of fowl or animals; 

b. Septic tank and cesspool pumping or chemical toilet waste; 

c. Reusable beverage containers as defined in ORS 459A.725; and 

d. Source separated principal recyclable materials as defined in ORS 
Chapter 459 and the Rules promulgated thereunder, which have been 
purchased or exchanged for fair market value. 

DEFINITION WHICH MATCHES THE CURRENT SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE: 

Solid Waste - Includes all putrescible and nonputrescible wastes, whether in 
solid or semi-solid form, including but not limited to: garbage, trash, rubbish, 
refuse, ashes, paper, cardboard; commercial and industrial wastes; demolition 
and construction wastes; manure, vegetable or animal solid or semi-solid wastes 
including yard debris, dead animals; medical and infectious waste as defined in 
ORS 459.386 and OAR 340-93-030 (42) and (52); all wastes capable of being 
recycled that are commingled with other wastes; and, incidental Household 
Hazardous Waste or Small Quantity Generator Hazardous waste as defined 
under 40 CFR 261.5. The term "Solid Waste" shall not include Hazardous Waste 
as defined in ORS 466.005 or any of the following: 

a. Materials used for fertilizer or for other productive purposes on land in the 
growing and harvesting of crops or the raising of fowl or animals; 

b. Septic tank and cesspool pumping or chemical toilet waste; 

c. Reusable beverage containers as defined in ORS 459A.725; and 
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d. Source separated principal recyclable materials as defined in ORS 
Chapter 459 and the Rules promulgated thereunder, which have been 
purchased or exchanged for fair market value. 
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1.010 Authority 
This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the prov1s1ons of Oregon Revised Statutes 
Chapters 92, 197, 203, 215, 433, 449, 459 and Public Law 99-663. It also adopts by 
reference the National Scenic Area Land Use and Development Ordinance and the Wasco 
County Land Use and Development Ordinance. 

Some of the language in this ordinance duplicates that from the National Scenic Area 
Land Use and Development Ordinance and the Wasco County Land Use and 
Development Ordinance. In the event this duplicative language is altered the language in 
the amended Land Use and Development ordinance shall apply until this ordinance can 
be updated. 

SECTION 1.020 Title 
This Ordinance shall be known as the Wasco County Code Compliance and Nuisance 
Abatement Ordinance. 

SECTION 1.030 Purpose 
To protect: the health, safety, and general welfare of Wasco County citizens; to conserve, 
stabilize, and protect property values; and to preserve and enhance community livability 
by: 

A. Establishing an administrative framework for the enforcement and abatement of 
nuisances; 

B. Establishing and enforcing minimum standards regulating the accumulation of 
waste, solid waste, tires, and inoperable or abandoned vehicles on public and 
private property; and by, 

C. Designating violations of the Wasco Land Use and Development Ordinance (LUDO) 
and National Scenic Area LUDO as nuisances that require enforcement action and 
abatement. 

SECTION 1.040 Interpretation 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally construed to affect the purpose. These 
provisions are declared to be the minimum requirements to fulfill objectives stated in the 
Purpose above. When conditions herein imposed are less restrictive than comparative 
provisions imposed by any other provision of this Ordinance by resolution of State Law or 
State Administration regulations, then the more restrictive shall govern. 

Chapter 1 -Introductory Provisions 
July 14, 2009 
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SECTION 1.050 Scope 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all unincorporated property in Wasco 
County except as otherwise excluded. The Solid Waste provisions of this Ordinance 
shall apply to all property in Wasco County. 

The remedies provided for failure to comply with this Ordinance shall not be exclusive 
and shall be in addition to other remedies provided by law. The County expressly 
reserves the right to seek abatement in addition to and not in lieu of administrative 
enforcement under Chapter 3. 

SECTION 1.060 Administration Authority and Responsibility . 
The County Court is hereby authorized to administer and enforce all of the provisions of 
this Ordinance. The County Court may employ qualified officers, inspectors, assistants, 
and other employees as shall be necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
Ordinance. Such County staff persons shall have full power and authority to do any and 
all things necessary, incidental or proper in the enforcement of said ordinance, 
excluding the power to arrest. The authority of the designated Compliance Officer to 
enforce the provisions of this Ordinance is independent of, and in addition to, the 
authority of other County officials to enforce the provisions of any other County Code. 

SECTION 1.070 Private Right of Action /Civil Penalty 
Pursuant to ORS 215.185, a person whose interest in real property in the county is or 
may be affected by the violation, may, in addition to other remedies provided by law, 
institute injunction, mandamus, abatement, or other appropriate proceedings to prevent, 
temporarily or permanently enjoin, abate, or remove the unlawful location, construction, 
maintenance, repair, alteration, or use. 

In addition to any other penalty provided herein, any person creating or maintaining a 
nuisance may be liable for damages to any person injured thereby. Damages could 
include attorney fees and costs incurred by the plaintiff in maintaining an action to 
recover damages and any action to abate the nuisance. No action shall be maintained 
against the County for failure to abate a nuisance under this ordinance. 

SECTION 1.080 Severability 
The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any section, sentence, clause, or 
phrase of this Ordinance is adjudged to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, that 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

Chapter 1 -Introductory Provisions 
July 14, 2009 



Page1·3 

SECTION 1.090 Repeal 
The following ordinances, together with all amendments thereto are hereby superceded or 
repealed: 

Wasco County Solid Waste and Disposal Ordinance, Chapter 102, Section 020, 
Abatement of Nuisances; Wasco County Land Use and Development Ordinance Chapter 
15, Sections 010 through 190; and National Scenic Area Land Use and Development 
Ordinance Chapter 15, Sections 030 through 190. 

SECTION 1.100 Saving Clause 
Notwithstanding the Repeal section above, ordinances repealed thereby shall remain in 
force for the purpose of authorizing the arrest, prosecution, conviction and punishment 
of a person who violated those ordinances prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

SECTION 1.110 Effective Date 
This Ordinance shall become effective when filed with the Wasco County Clerk. 
Amendments hereto, unless otherwise specified, shall become effective when filed with 
the County Clerk. 

SECTION 1.120 Definitions 
For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words and terms are defined as follows. Words 
used in the present tense include the future. Words in the singular number include the 
plural. Words in the plural include the singular. The word "Building" includes the word 
"Structure". The word "Shall" is mandatory and not directory. 

Abandoned Vehicle -A vehicle which satisfies one of the following criteria: 

a. The vehicle is not currently licensed and registered for operation; 

b. The vehicle is being used to store junk, solid waste, or waste as defined in this 
section; or 

c. The vehicle has parts which have been discarded, dismantled, or partially 
dismantled, or stripped, or the vehicle is in a rusted, damaged, wrecked or other 
condition which renders the vehicle inoperable. 

Abatement of a Nuisance - The act of removing, repairing, or taking other steps as 
may be necessary in order to remove a nuisance. 
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Administrative Civil Penalty - May include a monetary penalty, restitution, costs and 
assessments, and an order of abatement. 

Approved - Meets the standards set forth by applicable Wasco County codes, including 
any applicable regulations for electric, plumbing, building, or other sets of standards 
included by reference in this Ordinance. 

Compliance Officer - The Wasco County Planning Director, or their designee, or the 
Environmental Health Officer, or their designee, or any other person des-ignated by the 
County Court to enforce this Ordinance. 

Compliance Notices and Compliance Orders - Documents that are sent to the owner 
of record or person in charge of property during and after the code compliance process. 
They include but are not limited to: Notice of Violation, Notice of Failure to 
Comply/Administrative Civil Penalty, Notice of Abatement Cost, Notice of 
Summary Abatement, Order to Correct and all forms of Orderlo Abate Nuisance. 

Conditions of Approval - Specific requirements that must be fulfilled by the property 
owner to insure the legality of a proposed development or action. 

Conditional Use - An activity which is basically similar to the uses permitted in a particular 
zone but which may not be entirely compatible with the permitted uses. A conditional use 
must be approved. 

County- The County of Wasco, Oregon. 

County Charges - Includes all billable hours, fees, services, materials, or any expense 
incurred by the County due to a nuisance violation. 

County Court- The County Court (Commissioners) of Wasco County, Oregon. 

Development - Development includes any man-made change to improved or 
unimproved real estate, including but not limited to: construction, installation or change 
of a building or other structure; change in use of a building or structure; land division; 
establishment, or termination of right of access; storage on the land; tree cutting; 
drilling; and site alteration, such as that due to: land surface mining; dredging; filling; 
grading; excavation; construction of earthen berms; paving; clearing; or improvements 
for use as parking. 

Disabled Vehicle - Any vehicle which is inoperative, wrecked or dismantled, or partially 
dismantled. 

Dwelling -Any structure containing dwelling units, including all dwelling classifications 
covered by the LUDO or NSA LUDO. 
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Dwelling Unit- One or more habitable rooms (attached or detached) that are occupied 
by, or designed or intended to be occupied by, one person or by a family or group of 
housemates living together as a single housekeeping unit that include facilities for 
sleeping, cooking, and sanitation. 

Gorge Commission - The Columbia River Gorge Commission, as established by Public 
Law 99-663, the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. 

GMA - General Management area of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. 

Health Officer- The Wasco-Sherman County District Health Unit Officer or Environmental 
Health Officer. 

Hearings Officer- Individual or group appointed by the County Court to issue orders and 
hear appeals of enforcement actions initiated under this Ordinance. 

Hearings Officer Order - A written decision which requires an owner or person in charge 
of property to meet the requirements of Compliance Notices or Compliance Orders and 
pay all penalties, abatement costs, fees, and County charges. 

Home Occupation - Any lawful activity canied on within a dwelling or other building 
normally associated with uses permitted in the zone and which said activity is secondary to 
the primary use of the property for residential purposes consistent with the LUDO or 
NSALUDO Home Occupation provisions. 

Inspection Warrant - An order from the Circuit Court authorizing an 
inspection/investigation to be conducted at a designated property to determine if the 
property is in violation of this ordinance. 

Junk - Includes, but is not limited to, all old motor vehicles, old motor vehicle parts, 
abandoned automobiles, old machinery, old machinery parts, old appliances or 
appliance parts, old iron or other metal, glass, paper, lumber, wood or other waste or 
discarded material. For purposes of this subsection, the term "old" shall include, but not 
be limited to, a description of items which are dilapidated, abandoned, inoperable, or 
otherwise in a state of disrepair. 

Key Viewing Area (KVA) - Those portions of important public roads, parks or other 
vantage points within the Scenic Area from which the public views as scenic landscapes. 
These include: 

--Historic Columbia River Highway 
--Crown Point 
--Highway 1-84, including rest stops 
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--Multnomah Falls 
··Washington State Route 14 
--Beacon Rock 
--Panorama Point Park 
--Cape Hom 
--Dog Mountain Trail 
--Cook-UndeJWood Road 
·-Rowena Plateau and Nature ConseiVancy Viewpoint 
--Portland Women's Forum State Park 
··Bridal Veil State Park 
··Larch Mountain 
··Rooster Rock State Park 
--Bonneville Dam Visitor Centers 
--Columbia River 
--Washington State Route 141 
--Washington State Route 142 
··Oregon Highway 35 
··Pacific Crest Trail 

Special Management Area (SMA) only: 
--Old Washington State Route 14 (County Road 1230) 
--Wyeth Bench Road 
··Sherrard Point on Larch Mountain 

LUDO -The Wasco County Land Use and Development Ordinance. 

Maintained Compost Area • A small portion of a property set aside for the purpose of 
encouraging the rapid decomposition of yard debris and other vegetable matter into a 
suitable fertilizer for the soil on the property. A maintained compost area shows clear 
indicators that the yard debris placed there is being actively managed to encourage its 
rapid decomposition. Possible signs of such active management may include evidence 
of regular turning, a mixture of yard debris types, any woody materials present having 
been chopped into small sizes, and the presence of internal heat in the composting 
mixture. A location where yard debris is placed primarily as a means to store it or dump 
it without reasonable expectation of rapid decomposition is not a maintained compost 
area. 

May - Permits or allows an action. 

Motor Vehicle -A vehicle that is self-propelled or designed for self-propulsion. 

Non-Resource Zones - Zones whose primary designations include, but are not limited 
to, residential, commercial and industrial development. These designations include all 
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residential, commercial, industrial zones as well as the Forest Farm, Agricultural 
Recreation, Rural Community, Public Recreation and Open Space designations. 

Not Visually Evident (Special Management Area only) - A visual quality standard that 
provides for development or uses that are not visually noticeable to the casual visitor. 
Developments or uses shall only repeat form, line, color, and texture that are frequently 
found in the natural landscape, while changes in their qualities of size, amount, 
intensity, direction, pattern, etc., shall not be noticeable. 

NSA LUDO - National Scenic Area Land Use and Development Ordinance for Wasco 
County. 

Nuisance - Includes, but is not limited to, any annoying, unpleasant, or obnoxious 
condition or practice causing an unreasonable threat to the public health, safety, peace 
or welfare and defined as a nuisance in this ordinance. 

Nuisance Abatement Warrant - An order from the Circuit Court authorizing the 
removal and abatement of any nuisance as authorized by this ordinance, including 
disposal of the nuisance items removed in an appropriate manner. 

Nuisance Illegal Use - Uses of real property which are not in compliance with NSA 
LUDO or LUDO or The Wasco County Solid Waste Ordinance. These include, but are 
not limited to: illegal dwellings; illegal accessory structures; illegal businesses; illegal 
home occupations and illegal parking lots. 

O.R.S. -The Oregon Revised Statutes. 

Order to Abate - A written notice sent to the owner of real property, and/or posted upon 
any property that has been declared a nuisance, that orders the owner to abate the 
nuisance within a specified time frame or experience abatement of the nuisance by Wasco 
County. Abatement by the County results in the assessment of costs to the owner of the 
property. 

Order to Correct - A written notice sent to the owner of real property that has been 
declared a nuisance that orders the owner to correct the declared violation or experience 
administrative civil penalties and/or abatement of the nuisance by Wasco County. 

Owner of Record - The individual, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, or corporation 
whose name and address is listed as the owner of a property by the County Tax 
Assessor on the County Assessment and Taxation records. 

Partition Land - To divide an area or tract of land into two or three parcels within a 
calendar year when such area or tract of land exists as a unit or contiguous units of land 
under single ownership at the beginning of such year. "Partition land" does not include 
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divisions of land resulting from the creation of cemetery lots, and "partition land" does not 
include any adjustment of a lot line by the relocation of a common boundary where any 
additional parcel is not created and where the existing parcel reduced in size by the 
adjustment is not reduced below the minimum lot size established by an applicable zoning 
ordinance. "Partition land" does not include the sale of a lot in a recorded subdivision, 
even though the lot may have been acquired prior to the sale with other contiguous lots or 
property by a single owner. 

Permit - Written authorization from a county agency which allows a property owner to 
develop or use their property in a specified manner. 

Person - Includes individuals, corporations, associations, firms, partnerships and joint 
stock companies. 

Person in Charge of Property - An owner, agent, occupant, lessee, tenant, contract 
purchaser, or other responsible person having possession or control of a property or of 
a property which abuts a public way where a nuisance exists. 

Posting a Property - The display of any written notice, authorized by this ordinance, 
upon any property deemed to be in violation of this ordinance. 

Property - Any real property and all improvements, buildings or structures on real 
property, from property line to property line. 

Property Lines -The lines bounding a property as defined herein. 

Putrescible Material - Organic material that decomposes and gives rise to foul or 
offensive odors, or foul or offensive by-products. 

Residential Rental Property - Any property within the County containing one or more 
dwelling units which are not occupied as the principal residence of the owner. 

Recreational Vehicle or Camping Vehicle -A vacation trailer or other unit with or without 
motive power which is designed for human occupancy and to be used temporarily for 
recreational or emergency purposes, but not for residential purposes, and is identified as a 
recreational vehicle by the manufacturer. A recreational or camping vehicle shall be 
considered a dwelling unit if any of the following is true: 

a. It is connected to a sewer system (including septic tank) except for the purpose of 
emptying the holding tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

b. It is connected to water or electrical lines except for purposes of charging the 
batteries or filling water tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

Chapter 1 -Introductory Provisions 
July 14, 2009 



I 
Page1-9 

NOTE: Allowances can be made for subsections a and b above if in the 
opinion of the Compliance Officer evidence suggests that the use of the RV is 
occasional and temporary for the purpose of accommodating visitors 

c. It is occupied for more than 60 days, on the same property, in any consecutive 12 
month period; 

d. It is parked on property that is without a legally placed dwelling for more than 30 
days during any 6 month period. 

Resource Zones - Zones primarily designated for farm or forest use. The zoning is 
designed to protect commercial farming and forestry operation from incompatible uses. In 
the event of a conflict between farming or forestry operations and other uses, this 
Ordinance will be interpreted in favor of the resource management practice. 

Sale or Sell - Includes every disposition or transfer of land in a subdivision or partition or 
an interest or estate therein. 

Scenic Area -The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. 

Scenic Area Review -A development review process, conducted by the Wasco County 
Planning Department under the requirements of the National Scenic Area Act and in 
compliance with regulations set forth in the Wasco County National Scenic Area Land 
Use and Development Ordinance, whose purpose is to preserve, protect and enhance 
the scenic, natural, cultural and recreational resources of the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area and to assure that development occurs in a manner which is 
compatible with its unique qualities. 

Serving notice -The mailing of a certified, return-receipt requested letter is considered 
a serving of notice under this Ordinance. 

Sewage- Water-carried human or animal waste and kitchen, bath, or laundry waste, from 
a structure, together with such groundwater infiltration and surface water as may be 
present. 

Shall -Action is mandatory. 

Should -Action is encouraged. 

Solid Waste - Includes all putrescible and nonputrescible wastes, whether in solid or 
semi-solid form, including but not limited to: garbage, trash, rubbish, refuse, ashes, 
paper, cardboard; commercial and industrial wastes; demolition and construction 
wastes; manure, vegetable or animal solid or semi-solid wastes including yard debris, 
dead animals; medical and infectious waste as defined in ORS 459.386 and OAR 340-
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93-030 (42) and (52); all wastes capable of being recycled that are commingled with 
other wastes; and, incidental Household Hazardous Waste or Small Quantity Generator 
Hazardous waste as defined under 40 CFR 261.5. The term "Solid Waste" shall not 
include Hazardous Waste as defined in ORS 466.005 or any of the following: 

a. Materials used for fertilizer or for other productive purposes on land in the 
growing and harvesting of crops or the raising of fowl or animals; 

b. Septic tank and cesspool pumping or chemical toilet waste; 

c. Reusable beverage containers as defined in ORS 459A.725; and 

d. Source separated principal recyclable materials as defined in ORS Chapter 459 
and the Rules promulgated thereunder, which have been purchased or 
exchanged for fair market value. 

SMA - Special Management Area of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. 

Structure - Anything constructed, erected, or air-inflated, permanent or temporary, which 
requires location on the ground. Among other things, the term structure includes buildings, 
walls, fences, billboards, poster panels and parking lots. Retaining walls less than four ( 4) 
feet in height are not considered structures for the sake of general property line setbacks. 
Any item defined as a structure in the LUDO or NSA LUDO. 

Summary Abatement - Abatement of a nuisance by the County, or by a contractor 
hired by the County, without obligation to give prior notice of the abatement action to the 
owner or occupant of the property. 

Temporary Use Permit - An approval that allows the limited use of structures or activities 
which are temporary or seasonal in nature that do not conflict with the zoning district in 
which they are located. 

Tire - The band of material used on the circumference of a wheel which forms the tread 
that comes in contact with the surface of the road. 

Truck Camper- A recreation vehicle, camper, or canopy that fits onto the bed of a pickup 
or flat-bed truck, and that is not used as a pennanent residence. 

Unregistered Vehicle - A vehicle without a license plate or with an expired license 
plate. 

Use - The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, designed or intended, or for 
which either land or a building may be occupied or maintained. 
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Use, Conditional - The tenn applied to a use which may be pennitted by the application 
for, the issuance of a Conditional Use Penni!. 

Use, Prohibited -A use not allowed in a zoning district. 

Vehicle - Any device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be 
transported, or drawn upon a public highway. This includes vehicles that are propelled 
or powered by any means, but does not include a device propelled by human power. 
Recreational vehicles, camping vehicles, truck campers and motor homes are included · 
in this definition. 

Visually Subordinate - A description of the relative visibility of a structure or use where 
that structure or use does not noticeably contrast with the surrounding landscape, as 
viewed from a specified vantage point. As opposed to structures which are fully screened, 
structures which are visually subordinate may be partially visible. They are not visually 
dominant in relation to their surroundings. Visually subordinate forest practices in the 
SMA shall repeat form, line, color, or texture common to the natural landscape, while 
changes in their qualities of size, amount, intensity, direction, pattern, etc., shall not 
dominate the natural landscape. 

Waste - Useless, unwanted or discarded materials. The fact that materials, which would 
otherwise come within the definition of Solid Waste or Waste, may from time-to-time 
have value and thus could be utilized, shall not remove them from the definition. 

Zoning Approval - Includes discretionary or non-discretionary planning approval for 
any structure or use as required by the applicable land use and development ordinance. 
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Possible Options for the RV Definition 

Option 1 (Code Compliance Officer) 

a. It is connected to a sewer system (including septic tank) except for the purpose of emptying 
the holding tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

b. It is connected to water or electrical lines except for purposes of charging the batteries or 
filling water tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

NOTE: Allowances can be made for subsections a and b above if in the opinion of the 
Compliance Officer evidence suggests that the use of the RV is occasional and 
temporary for the purpose of accommodating visitors 

c. It is occupied for more than 60 days, on the same property, in any consecutive 12 month 
period; or 

d. It is parked on property that is without a legally placed dwelling for more than 30 days during 
any 6 month period. 

Option 2(ARG) 
• it is connected to a sewer system (including septic tank), water lines or electrical lines for 

more than 60 days in any consecutive 12 month period 
• it is occupied for more than 60 days In any consecutive 12 month period; or 
• it is parked on property that is without a legally placed dwelling for more than 90 days in any 

consecutive 12 month period. 

Option 3(Pianning Commission) 

a. It is permanently connected to a sewer system (including septic tank) except for the purpose 
of emptying the holding tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

b. It is permanently connected to water or electrical lines except for purposes of charging the 
batteries or filling water tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

NOTE: Allowances can be made for subsections a and b above if in the opinion of the 
Compliance Officer evidence suggests that the use of the RV is occasional and 
temporary for the purpose of accommodating visitors 

e. It is OGGiltJieG-fur mere thaA €l0 days, at the same leoatkm, iA aAy ooAseo!ltive 12 moAth 
f)eried; or 

d. It is tJarked OR prof)erty that is •t.1thellt a le~ally tJiaoed dwelliA~ for mere thaA 30 days d!lriA~ 
aflY-€l-moRth f)eried. · 

e. It is placed on the property with a visible intent to create a dwelling. Evidence of such 
intent would include, but not be limited to being placed upon a foundation, having 
attached or constructed any form of accessory structure, skirting, improved parking area, 
and developed landscaping around or near the vehicle. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

APRIL 15, 2009 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Jerry Duling to the Wasco County 
Board of Review. 

2. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Rich Remington to the Wasco County 
Board of Review. 

3. Regular Session Minutes of March 4, 2009. 

4. Executive Session Minutes of March 4, 2009. 

5. Order in the matter of transferring $9,600.00 from General Fund Contingency to 
the Facilities Equipment- Capital Account during Fiscal Year 2008-2009. 

6. Resolution in the matter of exempting from the competitive bid process the 
purchase of used shelving units by the Wasco County Facilities Department 
during Fiscal Year 2008-2009. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

April15, 2009 

DISCUSSION LIST 

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Discussion on Amending Document Approval Policy. 

2. Discussion on the Marine Board 2008/09 Contract for the Pine Hollow Vault 
Toilet. 

3. Letter from David Meriwether, Hood River County, in regards to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement for Provision of Veterans Services, dated 
March 16, 2009. 

4. Discussion on the email from Ann Hanus, dated March 25, 2009, in regards to 
changes to Local Budget Law. 

5. Discussion on replacing the Rural Renewable Energy Development Zone 
(RREDZ) with Strategic Investment Program (SIP). 

6. Discussion on the proposed Public Works Building Project. 

7. Discussion on whether the County Court wants to take a position on the Palomar 
Pipeline Project. 

8. Discussion on whether to pursue the adoption of the "Zero Tolerance" Drug Free 
Workplace Policy. 

9. Discussion on the Economic Development Commission Staffing Contract and 
whether or not the County Court wants to go out for Request for Proposals for 
Fiscal Year 2009-2010. 

10. Discussion on the request from Liz Turner to provide free copies of the proposed 
A-1 Exclusive Farm Use Updates to members of the public upon their request, 
primarily for those without computer access or the capability to print out the 
document. 

11. Discussion on the requirement for the Wasco County Hospital Facility Authority 
Board of Directors to meet annually. 


